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he received from President Ronald Reagan in 1987, one year before he 
died. Among his numerous publications is A History of African American 
Artists: From 1792 to the Present, which was coauthored with Harry 
Henderson; it was published posthumously in 1993. 

A retrospective exhibition and national tour of Bearden's work was 
organized by the Museum of Modern Art in 1971. After several other 
museum shows during his lifetime, a posthumous retrospective was 
organized by the Studio Museum in Harlem in 1991. 

Bearden at the National Gallery of Art 

Works by Bearden are in dozens of museums throughout the United 
States. The National Gallery of Art's collection includes several works 
such as the major collage Tomorrow I May Be Far Away (1966/1967); 
The Street (Composition for Richard Wright) (c.1977), an ink drawing 
reproduced in the New York Times in 1977; The Fiddler(1965), an 
unusual screenprint on canvas based on a photostat; Circe, a collage 
design for a Modern Masters tapestry; three examples of his distinctive 
collagraph prints; and The Caribbean Poetry of Derek Walcott and the 
Art of Romare Bearden (1983), an illustrated book that includes an 
original lithograph. 

The Art of Romare Bearden is one of eight major comprehensive 
retrospectives of work in a variety of media by post World War II artists 
shown at the National Gallery of Art since it opened in 1941. The others 
are: Georgia O'Keeffe 1887-1988 (1987-88); Selections and 
Transformations: The Art of John Marin (1990); Claes Oldenburg: 
An Anthology (1995); Piet Mondrian: 1872-1944 (1995); Alexander 
Calder 1898-1976 (1988); Mark Rothko (1998); and Henry Moore 
(2001-2002). 

Among the many private collectors lending to the National Gallery of Art 
exhibition who knew Bearden personally are artist and art historian 
Professor David C. Driskell and Mrs. Driskell; musician and educator 
Wynton Marsalis; and Marion B. Javits, widow of the late Senator Jacob 
Javits. 

Catalogue and Related Activities and Resources 

The National Gallery of Art and Harry N. Abrams are copublishing the 
hardcover version of the authoritative 352-page exhibition catalogue 
with 200 color and 100 black and white illustrations. It includes a poem, 
To Romare Bearden, 'by Derek Walcott, a comprehensive overview by 
Ruth E. Fine, curator of the exhibition and curator of special projects in 
modern art, National Gallery of Art, and essays on Bearden's sources in 
old master Western art by Sarah Kennel, curatorial and exhibition 
assistant, National Gallery of Art; on Bearden's sources in African art by 
Nnamdi Elleh, assistant professor of architecture at the University of 
Cincinnati; on the artist's writings by Jacqueline Francis, assistant 
professor of art history and Afroamerican and African studies at the 
University of Michigan; and on contemporary criticism of his work by 
Abdul Goler, Henry Luce Scholar, Seton Hall Masters in Museums 
Professions Program. In addition, the catalogue will include a detailed 
chronology by Rocfo Aranda-Alvarado, assistant curator, Jersey City 
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Museum, New Jersey, and Kennel, with Carmen Higgenbotham, 
research assistant, National Gallery of Art; and a comprehensive 
bibliography by Mary Lee Corlett, research associate, National Gallery 
of Art. 

The hardcover catalogue will be sold for $50 and distributed by Harry N. 
Abrams in September 2003. The soft-cover version, published by the 
National Gallery of Art, will also be available in early September for $35 
in the Gallery's Shops, on the Gallery's Web site at www.nga.gov, and 
by calling 1-800-697-9350. The Shops will also offer a large selection of 
books for children and adults, poster reproductions, postcards, note 
cards, calendars, and a holiday card. 

Harry N. Abrams Books will also publish a new biography on Bearden 
for children. Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers will publish 
L 'ii Dan, the Drummer Boy: A Civil War Story, written and illustrated by 
Bearden, with a personal foreword by Henry Louis Gates Jr. and 
accompanied by a CD featuring a reading of the text by Dr. Maya 
Angelou. It will sell for $18.95. All books will be available through the 
National Gallery of Art Shops and nationwide outlets in September. 

A full-color exhibition brochure and a Bearden Exhibition Family Guide 
will be available free of charge at the entrance to the exhibition. A large­
print version of the exhibition brochure will be available free of charge 
from the audio tour desk and information desks. 

An audio tour narrated by National Gallery director Earl A. Powell Ill, 
with commentary by curator Fine and other experts on Bearden, will be 
available for rent at the exhibition's entrance. 

A 30-minute documentary film, The Art of Romare Bearden, produced 
by the National Gallery of Art and distributed by Home Box Office, will 
be shown in the Gallery's East Building large auditorium and will be 
available for sale in the Gallery Shops. A ten-minute version of the film 
will be shown continuously in the exhibition. 

A wide range of educational and school programs will be offered in 
conjunction with the exhibition. Further information and a complete 
schedule of gallery talks, lectures, films, tours, and programs for all 
ages will be available on the Gallery's continually updated press Web 
site www.nga.gov/press as of March 21 and in greater detail in mid­
August on the Gallery's Web site at www.nga.gov, which will also have 
a special feature on Bearden and the exhibition. 

The Art of Romare Bearden exhibition will be an anchor event for 
Blues & Dreams: Celebrating the African-American Experience in 
Washington, DC, a program coordinated by the Washington, DC, 
Convention and Tourism Corporation and the DC Heritage Tourism 
Coalition, September 15 through November 30, 2003. Cultural venues 
throughout the city will showcase unique programs in the areas of 
African-American history, visual arts, literature, music, theater, and 
dance. A special package will also be offered to encourage visitors to 
come to the city during this period. For more information, call (202) 789-
7099 (media only) or visit www.washington.org. 
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General Information 

The National Gallery of Art and its Sculpture Garden, located on the 
National Mall between Third and Ninth Streets at Constitution Avenue, 
NW, are open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Sunday from 11 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Gallery is closed on 
December 25 and January 1. 

Visitors are asked to present all bags for inspection as they enter the 
Gallery. Luggage or garment bags are not be permitted in either building 
and may not be checked. 

General information: (202) 737-4215 
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) : (202) 842-6176 
To receive the Gallery's free bimonthly Calendar of Events, call (202) 
842-6662 

If you are a member of the press and would like more information or 
would like to be added to our press list, please contact the Press Office 
at pressinfo@nga.gov, call (202) 842-6353, or send inquiries to: 

Press Office 
National Gallery of Art 
20008 South Club Drive 
Landover, MD 20785 
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